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Clxarming Devices Tl:at
Aid in Malntamlng' a
Slender Silhouette -
Strings. Gathers and

Bancls are Eliminatcd
From thc W aistli.ne-

Peignoirs and Boudoir
Gowns - Ncgligces.

Have you realized what a change has
come over the class and character of
garments that make their appearance at
about this time on all the counters of
bigh-class ghops? No? Well, it is “en-
lightening and edifying,” as the old-time
New Eongland schoolmarm used to say,
ts take an hour just to stroll through
some good department stores and devote
the best part of that time to the lingerie
section.

In such shops as employ display figures
sne noles instantly what am amount of
kmportance is given to the set of under-
garments ground the hip and waistlines.
fKverything pessible is done, even in
those of moderate price, to eliminate all
bands and strings and shirring, anything
that even savors of bulk or clumslness
5t the waistline.

Of course, one’s nightie Is an exception
to this rule; but even here there are some
charming examples that are really more
f{dan a trifle reminiscent of the princesse
pattern, and in which the waistline is
made to bear its due share in the design.

The needs of the stout sisterhood have
long received loving attention at the
hands of the lingeric-desiguer; but hith-
erto, it must be confessed, that it was
largely in the matter of extra material,
bigger bands and wider rufiles that the
vequirements of a too, too solid flesh
were bheeded.

But now the same delightful banish-
meent of bulk and clumsiness is brought
into play for the stout as well as for
the slender, and there are all sorts of
combination garmeats, ‘“‘telescoped un-
derwear,” as one witty woman ealls it,
in which the sister of much superfiuous
flesh can appear as though she had some-
how miraculously managed to shed a
goodly quantity of what she could dis-
pense wita so gladly.

That fad or fashion o the Jow bust
corset and the bloused shirtwaist has

muech to answer for in the general air

of slouchiness and even sloppiness which
many stout women magage to present,
even when they are gotten up in their
very best bid and tucker. Seidom is
there a large woman who will consent
10 "ace lerse!f in even for a moment,
and that combinatica of low-bust corse:

and bhloused shirtwaist was really too |

tempting net to be induiged in to the
permanent loss of the smart lines of the
fizare in ali toc many cases. Like so
mmany cther of fashion's fads, it was in
tended merely for the svelte and slender
figure that possessed an alert and youth-
fu. grace of its own. Never was it in-
tended that the stout sisterbood should
even aliempt, much less adopt, this
style; but adopt it they did, and that
with a wholehearicdness that bas made
any a corsetiere almost weep since
over the ru'n o: fzures that it wrought.

The corsetieres were the first to intro-
duce the supporting corset cover or bras-
siere, not the ieast of which is its de-
lightful inexpensiveness. When one can
obigin a weilcat and daintily finished
garment of this kind in exchange for a
single dollar bill, then the woman whose

bust measurement exceeds the 3S-inch

mark Mmay bave no excuse left for ap
pearing sloppy and siouchy beneath her
blomse. And the joy of this special de-
siga Is that the closer ome draws it
around the waist-linpe the better it sup-

ports the bust, the straighter must the |

shoulders be earried and the higher the
chest. Those to whom nature has beea
generous In the matter of bust slmply
cannot do witheunt this charming device,
since it altegther offsets the tendency
to sagging that is so noticeabie when
oue of those loose little French corset
covers is worn, and the siender sisterhood

are Jesrning that their frocks It Dbetter

and present a smarter appearance when
worn over this well-fitted garmeat.
But it is In the combination garments

that the most weicolle¢ noveities are w0 |

be found. One can bhave two or ihree
piece cowmbinations, and the iatter are
really the newest and most effective
things that bave appeared for a long
time. The corset cover :'wl pantalon, the
brassiere aosd pantalon, respectuvely, for
the slemder and the stouter sisterhood,
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are In the best makes so cleverly designed
that there is a bias line all around the
waist, so that the garment adjusts itself
automatically to the lines of the figure,

“d that withont any bunchiness or
thrickness, either,

And, by the way, these same pantalons
are not any kith or kin to what we have
hitherto been wearing under that name.
The new omes are all of circular cut,
without any darts or seams or gathers
anywhere at the waist—if one excepis a
coupie of tiny pleats right in the center
ol the back, where they are really rather
an advantage than otherwise—and meas.
ure anywhere from a yard and a half to
two yards around the knee. In wear they
are more like a divided skirt than any
thing else, and that i1s just about what
they reaily are,

One very clever garment is a combina-
tion brassiere, !n effect a four-piece gar
ment, has the corset cover -and pantalon
made after the ideas just described: the
brassiere is lightly boned. the back cressing
over In such a way as to do away with
the ugly ridge where the corset leaves
off. Tbe pauntalom is of circular cut, at-
tached to the brassiere with a single seam,
and fitting without a wrinkle. Because
of its full circalar cut it answers every
purpose of the underpetticoat. It may
be worm with the Eknit combination ia

winter and with only the gauze vest and

corset in summer.

And the matter of fit iIs just as im-
portant when the frilly and fluffy silken
sSkirt or petticoat ecomes to be considered.
The specialty shops offer to refit those
_ror 2 dollar or so, and to the woman who
is not bandy with her needle this is an
offer not to be despised. Where it is at
all possible it were well to have this item
made to order, and a comparatively inex-
pensive seamsiress can usuaily turn out
Quite pieseniable specimens. One clever
girl whose income is of the very limited
order bhas two petticoat tops—one Iin
black and one in white. Those are of the
five-gored pattern thst sets eclosely over
be hips and fits fully as well as a dress
kirt can. They are made In plain and
full iength, faced on the under side with
percaline and finished with a bias velvet-
een binding. Then there are any number
of flounces that are attached to this skirt,
varying to suit the peeds of her toilette.
Quite an original device she uses for their
attachment. This consists in the rusoiog
of & siout torchon beading at appropriate
depths oo the foundation skirt a2nd a
single cne on the top of the separate
founce. Then with a gros grain bebe rib-
bon and 3 bodkin the Sounce is attached,
the ribbon being run throogh both bead
ings simultaveously, and, presto! the
fiounce is safely and securely attached in
an instant or two without the bother snd
insecurity of hooks and eyes, or the lgbor

cades of lace
yboa bows with

Lingerie Matinee and Ruache-

has no terrors

for wear—clean,
after a visit

attached after any of a bundred different
sleeve may

afford a clever sugg

i biack sedo silk,
closely Bitted st the hips, but to Sare well
from the knee dowD.

photographed will

The flounce is ac-
leated and banded witd ruchings
of the silk al close
* A

| A e gown that
ground all around.
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» Fﬂmy Fabrics for Spring.
Chiffon Cta]ities Evident Everywhere - Dainty
Checks eand O laids Very Popular.

to the deepest snd richest jacqueminot
tint, the rose tints are reaily the fash
ionable fad of the bhour.

These little checks that have been with
gs for several seasons now are back omce
more with all of their pristine popularity
andiminished. Here, too, the glamor of
new colorings goes far to hide the lack
of other wuovelty; and tbere are some
charming fruit tints that aitermate with
white which cannot fail to win approval
from even the most discerning o mo
bairs those Aare especially attractive,
while the large and open pilaids serve 1o
bring the coarser and bheavier sicilieaaes
to the front once more

That those shadow piaids are alto
gether retired is cause for gratuiationm,
for surely no weirder looking materials
have ever made a bid for popular accept-
ance. Their place, however, Is accepla-

flled in the wew open plaids, where
arge squares are marked off with del-
ate colorings There is oo doubt but
that the tailor wili make up those povel
weaves In skirts rpat will disguise the
plaid pattern by many and overiapping
piears. Indeed, it is already an accepted
fact that kilted skirts are to rule In the
realm of the tailormade, while frills n_d
flounces galore are to be the dressmaker's
province

Coming Into the realm of dressier
frocks there are some exquisitely pretty
colorings offered in the mew silks. As in
the broadcloths, one sees gquite s prefer

for yellow tones decidedly expressed.
hing from a creamy spricot shade,
the mustard tints usti! they
glowing shade of golden cop-

-

.re are sedo silgs, failles, regence,

and others whose mission it is |
| and comment where bousebold iinens snd

i t the e ntes are w gowns [or circumstance.
One sees ehi broadcioth lib- 1 wn a silk and wool weave of
rimmed with velvet and laces, and, | very fine serge-like quality, is receiving
instances it is kard to | much attention st present. It is neither
gown Is of cloth or | so thinm as crepe de chine or gouble chif-

the two iuter- fon, por so heavy &s taffetas, set it bas |

a facuity of fttipg into the places of

trongz liking for either of these materiais, as well a3 a

saza cioth, and this number of distinetive uses all its own.
se by the pew coleen pop The line of shades in this material are

Queen Alexan particularly fascinating, including tbhe |

fashionable. tones of tan and the pew leather tints,
that are to be the smartest of the smart
in colors this spriag.

Some Jottings At
Random.

Cut Glass is finding many sew and
novel uses, and to a great extent is ba
ginning to replace the sterling silver and
the plated ware that bas found such favor
with housekeepers.

There is nothing so effective for light
ing up a table as are cutglass candle
sticks, and a hotel in New York that
prides itself upon its exclusiveness has
replaced all of its plated candlesticks with
really beautiful ones of cut glass This
house uses but the one style candie. in
variably a creamy yellow tint with a
tracery of gold wandering all over its
fluted length, the steward claiming that
this type will go with any style or celor
of table decorations

Charming electroliers, too, In cut zlass
ate to be seen, while as for the table ap
pointments that are turned out Inp this
nany facetted ware there is simply e
end to them. Fruit knives and forks, fish
sets, carvers, game sets and soch are
made now with cut-giass handles and
steel cutting parts. The most fastidious
housekeepers are rejecting the silver
plated knife blade altogether In favor of
the steel one, a thing for which ons ought
to be devoutly thankful, since the process
of silver-plating the blade invariably
takes the temper out of the steel

Rather a novel empioyment for a
woman is that filled in one of the best
hotels in New York by a former mem
ber of the smartest society in the Ameri-
can colony in Paris. Owing to her many
and amusing sccomplishments she has
aiways been in great demand whenever
entertainments of any kind were givean
by her friends -and of those she had
legion. Now, when her first youth Is
passed and ber fortune gone with it
she occupies a private office in the ad-
ministration department of sald botel,
and while the, management refers o
her as *“‘consultant”™ she is really more
of a style critic for the house. Ske su-

 perintends the hanging of pictures, the

draping of curtains, the seclection of
laces—for this house has guantities of
household laces of all sorts—but, above
and beyond all, ber chief task Is dece-
rations.

The many women's societies, patriotie
and otherwise, make it a fad to bhold
their luncheoas and other entertaloments
at this house, and to the elderly spinster
belongs the task of decorating the rooms
for such occasions. Souoch odd and origl-
pal cobceits as she displays make her
invaluable, and there Is a strong de-
mand for bher services in the set among
which she used to move In the days of
yore. Troe to her Yankee independence,
however, she claims that her services
belong only to the bhotel, and no amoont
of coaxing, no largesse of fee, will tempt
her to devote her talemts to other than
her present empiloyers. “‘No private ee-
gagements sccepted.” reads the card hang
on her office wall

Cut Glass Buttoms are shown at the
jewelers nowadays, with shanks of ster-
ling silver whereby they are attached to
the garment. Really beantiful specimens
of the cutter’s art are sold for § apiece;
while for twice that sum one can have
2 cot glass button with the deep cutting
filed with a sliver tracery It s said
that women are being accepted as ap-
prentices Ip the glass cutting shops
abroad, the privilege being limited to the
daughtery or sisters of workers o good
standing at the factory

Potted Plants In bloom are being
sent out from the florists on many occa
sions where formeriy pothing but ent
flowers were supposesl to meet reqoire
ments. There is something In 2 flower
ing plant that makes it peculiarly ae
ceptable as a gift; and the fact that it
will keep Indefinitely, remew its blos
soms frequently, makes it a lasting pos
session, if bat good care be taken of it

Plantazenista, with ks brilliant srray
of yellow blooms-it really s a form of
the Scotrh snd Irish broom —cameliias,
with their wazen biossoms, meteor and
rambiler roses, fairyv-lookinz c3elamen,
the brilliant poinsettia, and tow ronnd
pois of lilles-of-tho-valley are what the
best florists in New York are sending out

Russian Laees and embroideries are
eommanding considerable appreciation

izces are the topic. The square-meshed
Giet laces are wonderfully dorable. but
their beauties show up fur better In the
large, rather than im the small. pieces.
They are pillow l!aces, all of them, and
the workers weave the bobbins in and
out of the pins with a rapidity that be
wilders the lookeron The centers are
always of hand-woven linen, the inser-
tion and borders of the mationa! type of
lace, with its figures of men, birds and
animals appearing In the rellef upon the

i cpen-meshed backgrouad




